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SPACE LAUNCH INTEGRATION: MAINTAINING EXCELLENCE

Synopsis

Co-hosted by the National Reconnaissance Offi  ce (NRO) and the American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA), the 8th NRO/AIAA Space Launch Integration Forum 
will provide opportunities for space professionals to investigate new technologies, processes, 
practices, lessons learned, and other integration solutions that will enhance mission success. 
Th e theme of this year’s forum, Space Launch Integration: Maintaining Excellence, will 
encourage dialogue and collaboration among industry, academia, and government engineers, 
operators, and decision-makers about issues currently aff ecting the industry. Forum 
attendees will exchange information, review ongoing studies and results of completed eff orts, 
and explore new concepts related to space launch system integration and technology. Invited 
speakers and panelists will provide a unique perspective on key issues, setting the stage for 
continuing discussion throughout the year.

Requests for Invitations

Due to technology transfer considerations, 
attendance at the 8th NRO/AIAA Space 
Launch Integration Forum is for U.S. citizens 
by invitation only. To request an invitation, 
please send a brief description of your relevant 
experience and reason for participation to Karen 
Sklencar at karens@aiaa.org. Th ose attendees 
who do not have prior government-approved 
access through their organizations’ security 
offi  ces will require proof of U.S. citizenship 
(passport, birth certifi cate, or visa certifi cation).

U.S. Citizens Only/Invitation Only

15–16 July 2008
Chantilly 2 Conference Center

Scitor Corporation
14672 Lee Road

Chantilly, VA 20151

Conference Chair
Col John Stizza

Director, Offi  ce of Space Launch (OSL)
National Reconnaissance Offi  ce (NRO)

Technical Chair
Capt Galan Murphy

Offi  ce of Space Launch (OSL)
National Reconnaissance Offi  ce (NRO)

Administrative Chair
Karen Sklencar

American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics (AIAA)

Background

Th e series of NRO/AIAA space launch 
integration workshops and forums has addressed 
current and emerging space launch systems, 
as well as the technologies and tools that our 
community must develop to meet the launch 
and mission integration requirements of today 
and the future. Th e goal is to make the use of 
space launch systems more effi  cient, eff ective, 
and standardized in meeting customers’ 
diverse and complex requirements. Progress 
will be paced by innovation and business 
considerations, as well as technology readiness. 
Action and collaboration are needed to ensure 
that the necessary tools and technologies 
are available. Topics at previous forums have 
included comparisons of government and 
commercial integration practice, innovative 
integration approaches relevant to new launch 
systems, impact on integration practices of new 
management systems (e.g., the United Launch 
Alliance) and new technologies (e.g., Web-based 
analysis and processing), work-force issues, and 
the implications of new Department of Defense 
policy directions.

Presentation Topics

AIAA and the NRO will invite presentations 
on topics related to space launch integration in 
an evolving environment. Presentations at this 
year’s forum will be in the following topic areas:

Advanced launch vehicle propulsion • 
technologies and systems
Innovative tools and techniques for interface • 
risk identifi cation and mitigation
Advanced mission integration concepts • 
and practices
New tools and techniques in launch • 
processing and operations
Integration lessons learned from recently • 
fl own missions

Th e technical program committee will invite 
and select papers for presentation at the forum 
that embody high quality and relevance to the 
community. Emphasis will be on topics that 
document advances in technology and system 
development, highly innovative concepts, 
strategic planning initiatives and policy analyses, 
and other matters of high interest and value to 
the participants and the NRO. Authors of invited 
presentations will automatically receive an 
invitation to the forum.

Questions? Please contact:

Karen Sklencar
Administrative Chair
American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics (AIAA)
1801 Alexander Bell Drive, Suite 500
Reston, VA 20191-4344
Phone: 703.264.7529
Fax: 703.264.7551
E-mail: karens@aiaa.org
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