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* ABET accredited school and/or AIAA Student Branch

Jobs supported by the 
aerospace and defense industry 
in 2019 (2,667 direct)5,462

› BAE Systems

› Eaton Aerospace

› GMT Composites

› Lockheed Martin 
Corporation

› TFX Associates

› Textron Inc.

› Xactsense

MAJOR INDUSTRY 
EMPLOYERS

Theodore Francis Green 
International Airport

MAJOR AIRPORT

Brown University 
University of Rhode Island

AEROSPACE  
ENGINEERING PROGRAM

Defense sector’s annual  
economic benefit to the state$3.7 billion

Average wage of an aerospace 
and defense employee in 
Rhode Island$88,247

Heliports10
Aviation Facilities28

Seaplane base 1 
Airports7



The American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) 

comprises nearly 30,000 members that span over 100 countries. 

They are engineers, researchers, scientists, entrepreneurs, 

educators, and students. They drive economic growth, 

discoveries, and innovations that help the aerospace community 

accomplish what was once thought impossible. 

AIAA delivers extensive technical expertise and policy guidance 

to decision makers at the federal and state levels, serving as a 

reliable resource on a full spectrum of aerospace issues.

AIAA CAN HELP PROVIDE:

› One-on-one meetings between technical experts and 
lawmakers to offer background on key aerospace issues

› Informational seminars on key issues for groups

› Expert testimony before lawmakers

› White papers on specific aerospace topics
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