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REFERENCES
https://rockfordil.com/doing-business-here/industries/aerospace

https://www.pwc.com/us/en/industries/industrial-products/library/aerospace-manufacturing-attractiveness-
rankings.html

https://www.statista.com/statistics/226454/passenger-traffic-at-chicago-airport/#:~:text=After%20a%20
period%20of%20stagnant,84.65%20million%20passengers%20in%202019.
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Jobs supported by the 
aerospace and defense industry 
in 2022 (12,044 direct)26,902

Major 
Airports5 *Aerospace 

Engineering 
Programs3

› AAR Corp.

› Arconic

› B/E Aerospace Inc.

› The Boeing Company

› GE Aviation

› Hamilton Sundstrand

› Kaney Aerospace

› Ultrasonic Power Corp.

› Woodward Aircraft Turbine 
Systems

MAJOR INDUSTRY 
EMPLOYERS

Total Economic Output

$332 million

200+

› Camp Lincoln

› Capital Airport Air National 
Guard Station

› Charles M. Price Support Center

› Naval Station Great Lakes

› Peoria Air National Guard Base

› Rock Island Arsenal

› Scott Air Force Base

MAJOR MILITARY 
INSTALLATIONS 

Rockford-area aerospace suppliers, 
making it the 6th in the nation in 
concentration of aerospace  
production employment

Chicago’s O’Hare Airport is one of the world’s busiest 
aviation hubs, handling nearly 85 million passengers in 2019

The Boeing Company is headquartered in Chicago



The American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) 

comprises nearly 30,000 members that span over 100 countries. 

They are engineers, researchers, scientists, entrepreneurs, 

educators, and students. They drive economic growth, 

discoveries, and innovations that help the aerospace community 

accomplish what was once thought impossible. 

AIAA delivers extensive technical expertise and policy guidance 

to decision makers at the federal and state levels, serving as a 

reliable resource on a full spectrum of aerospace issues.

AIAA CAN HELP PROVIDE:

› One-on-one meetings between technical experts and 
lawmakers to offer background on key aerospace issues

› Informational seminars on key issues for groups

› Expert testimony before lawmakers

› White papers on specific aerospace topics
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