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• Introduced by Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

• Would convert 55,000 diversity visas into STEM visas.  Diversity Visa program (the 

visa lottery) would be eliminated. 

• STEM visas would be EB green cards available to international students who earn a 

Masters or PhD in a STEM field from a university in the US. In addition to a degree, 

students would have to have a job offer related to their field to qualify for the visas.

• 55,000 visas would, more or less, meet total current demand for these visas, 

meaning every student who wants one could get one, along with their dependents. 

• International STEM students would be allowed dual-intent status, letting them start 

the process of applying for a green card while still on their student visa without 

violating the terms of the student visa. 

• Similar to language found in the IDEA Act (H.R. 2161 introduced by Rep. Zoe 

Lofgren (D-CA)) and the American Innovation and Education Act (H.R. 3146, 

introduced by Rep. Raul Labrador (R-ID)). 

Relevant Bill: STAR Act (S. 3185)



• Benefits

• Keeps the best and brightest  international students in the country by offering 

them permanent resident status, generates innovation

• Creates jobs

• Extends a welcome to our top international graduates

• Increases pool of graduates eligible to work in sensitive industries

• Aren’t immigrants working on sensitive technology a security risk?

• No evidence that immigrants are more prone to security leaks, or any less loyal

• What happens if international STEM graduates are forced out of the country after 

graduation?

• Return home, discouraged, disillusioned, disgruntled

• STEM knowledge used against the US for economic and security gains

Relevant Bill: STAR Act (S. 3185) (cont.)
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